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RSC	Discussion	

Are	composite	products	exempt	from	
OSHA’s	Hazard	Communication	Standard?	
Summary	 –	 With	 an	 important	 exception,	 composite	 products	 should	
typically	be	considered	articles	and	therefore	exempt	from	the	requirements	
of	 OSHA’s	 Hazard	 Communication	 Standard	 (HCS).	 The	 exception	 is	when	
composite	products	are	analogous	to	bricks,	lumber	or	PVC	pipe,	such	that	
the	shape	or	design	of	the	product	as	it	was	manufactured	is	then	modified	
to	achieve	its	end-use	function;	in	these	cases,	OSHA’s	policy	is	that	the	HCS	
applies.	The	HCS	would	also	apply	in	the	unlikely	case	that	processing	of	a	
composite	product	generates	a	hazardous	quantity	of	combustible	dust.	See	
Figure	1	(p.	7).	Sample	text	is	provided	for	safety	data	sheets	(SDS)	and	labels	
warning	 of	 combustible	 dust	 hazards	 for	 composite	 products.	 Residual	
styrene	potentially	released	from	molded	products	will	typically	not	trigger	
HCS	requirements	to	warn	of	the	presence	of	styrene	via	SDS	and	labels.	

Purpose	 and	 scope	 –	 This	 Discussion	 is	 provided	 by	 ACMA’s	 Regulatory	
Steering	 Committee	 to	 convey	 information	 and	 analysis	 subject	 matter	
practitioners	 have	 found	 useful	 for	 determining	 whether	 a	 composite	
product	qualifies	 as	 an	 article	under	OSHA’s	HCS	and	 is	 therefore	 exempt	
from	 requirements	 to	 provide	 SDS	 and	warning	 labels,	 and	 to	 suggest	 an	
approach	for	preparing	SDS	and	labels	for	a	composite	product	not	exempted	
as	an	article.	The	information	provided	applies	to	the	post-mold	processing	
and	 use	 of	 composite	 products	 manufactured	 using	 common	 styrene-
crosslinked	thermoset	resins.		

Disclaimer	 –	 This	Discussion	 is	 offered	 in	 good	 faith	 but	without	 claim	 or	
warranty	of	fitness	for	any	purpose.	No	attempt	has	been	made	to	identify	all	
the	 information	 that	will	 be	 useful	 to	 or	 needed	 by	 business	 owners	 and	
managers	for	assessing	and	controlling	the	physical	hazards	and	health	risks,	
or	complying	with	regulatory	requirements,	potentially	associated	with	the	
operations	and	products	under	their	control.	In	particular,	each	composites	
manufacturer	 should	 consider	 whether	 unusual	 raw	 materials,	
manufacturing	processes	or	product	uses	may	 require	additional	analyses	
not	contemplated	in	this	Discussion.	
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THE	HCS	ARTICLES	EXEMPTION	
OSHA’s	HCS	requires	manufacturers	to	provide	employees	and	downstream	
employers	 (distributors,	 customers)	 with	 information	 on	 the	 health	 and	
physical	 hazards	 and	 safety	 guidance	 relevant	 to	 the	 expected	 use	 of	
hazardous	 chemicals	 or	 materials	 the	 manufacturer	 supplies.	 This	
information	 is	 typically	 provided	 in	 the	 form	 of	 SDS	 and	 warning	 labels	
prepared	in	compliance	with	the	HCS.	

The	 HCS	 specifically	 exempts	 articles	 from	 its	 coverage.	Many	 but	 not	 all	
composites	manufacturers	consider	their	products	to	be	articles	and	do	not	
provide	 SDS	 or	warning	 labels	 to	 customers.	 This	 discussion	 provides	 an	
analysis	relevant	to	the	status	of	composite	products	as	articles.	

When	is	a	composite	product	an	article?	
The	HCS	defines	article	to	mean…	

…a	manufactured	item	other	than	a	fluid	or	particle:	(i)	
which	 is	 formed	 to	 a	 specific	 shape	 or	 design	 during	
manufacture;	 (ii)	 which	 has	 end	 use	 function(s)	
dependent	in	whole	or	in	part	upon	its	shape	or	design	
during	 end	 use;	 and	 (iii)	 which	 under	 normal	
conditions	of	use	does	not	release	more	than	very	small	
quantities,	 e.g.,	 minute	 or	 trace	 amounts	 of	 a	
hazardous	 chemical…,	 and	 does	 not	 pose	 a	 physical	
hazard	or	health	risk	to	employees.1	

There	are	 four	sets	of	circumstances	 leading	to	different	conclusions	as	 to	
whether	 a	 composite	 product	 is	 an	 article	 exempt	 from	 the	 HCS.	 The	
following	discussion	is	summarized	in	Figure	1	(p.	7).	

Case	1	–	Products	fully	meeting	the	articles	definition	

Many	 composites	 products	meet	 the	 requirements	 of	 parts	 (i)	 and	 (ii)	 of	
OSHA’s	 articles	 definition.	 These	 products	 have	 shape	 or	 design	 that	 is	
important	to	its	end-use	function.	Examples	including	tub/shower	units,	fuel	
storage	 tanks	 and	 automotive	 components.	 Questions	 about	 the	 status	 of	
these	products	as	articles	arise	in	connection	with	part	(iii)	–	that	is,	whether	
or	not	a	composite	product,	under	normal	use,	releases	more	than	very	small	
amounts	of	hazardous	chemicals	and	poses	a	physical	hazard	or	health	risk.		

It	 is	 unlikely	 that	 the	 post-mold	 processing	 of	 a	 composite	 product	 could	
generate	 a	 hazardous	 quantity	 of	 combustible	 dust	 or	 other	 substance	
classified	 as	 a	 hazard,	 or	 to	 pose	 health	 risks	 beyond	 generic	 “nuisance	
particulate”	inhalation	hazards	having	no	direct	or	immediate	relationship	to	
safety	or	health.2	In	the	majority	of	cases,	composite	products	satisfying	parts	

																																																																				
1	29	CFR	1910.1200(c).		
2	 “As	 a	 matter	 of	 interpretation,	 [OSHA]	 has	 determined	 that	 if	 a	 substance	 is	 a	
nuisance	particulate,	and	has	no	other	discernible	health	or	physical	hazards,	failure	
to	comply	with	the	information	transmittal	requirements	of	the	HCS	would	result	in	
a	violation	that	would	be	characterized	as	de	minimis.	No	penalties	are	assessed	for	
de	minimis	 violations,	 and	no	 abatement	 of	 the	 condition	 is	 required.	De	minimis	
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(i)	and	(ii)	of	OSHA’s	definition	should	be	considered	articles	exempt	from	
the	HCS	because	it	is	likely	they	meet	part	(iii).	As	a	matter	of	stewardship	or	
to	 reduce	 the	 chances	 of	 “failure	 to	 warn”	 claims,	 however,	 some	
manufacturers	 may	 decide	 to	 provide	 information	 to	 customers	 about	
combustible	 dust	 hazards	 potentially	 associated	 with	 the	 the	 cutting,	
sanding,	grinding,	etc.,	of	products.	

Case	2	–	Products	releasing	a	hazardous	chemical	sufficient	to	pose	
a	physical	hazard	or	health	risk	

Under	normal	anticipated	use,	many	composite	products	are	processed	(e.g.	
ground,	cut,	sanded,	drilled,	or	polished)	in	a	way	that	generates	combustible	
dust,	which	OSHA	explicitly	categorizes	as	a	hazardous	chemical	under	the	
HCS.3	The	 relevant	question	 is,	 does	 the	processing	or	use	of	 a	 composite	
product	 violate	 part	 (iii)	 of	 OSHA’s	 definition	 by	 generating	 a	 hazardous	
quantity	of	dust?		

The	National	 Fire	 Protection	Association	 standard	 for	 prevention	 of	 dust-
related	fire	and	explosion	hazards	applicable	to	the	processing	of	composite	
products	 provides	 a	 method	 using	 dust	 layer	 thickness	 and	 certain	
conservative	assumptions	to	characterize	the	risk	of	a	dust	explosion.4	Under	
the	 assumptions	 provided,	 195	 pounds	 of	 dust	 are	 needed	 to	 create	 an	
explosion	or	fire	hazard.	Applying	a	0.5	safety	factor	to	account	for	variation	
in	composite	product	post-mold	processing	operations	results	in	a	rule-of-
thumb	hazard	criterion	of	97.5	pounds	combustible	dust	generated.5		

If	 normal	 anticipated	processing	of	 a	 composite	product	meeting	parts	 (i)	
and	 (ii)	of	OSHA’s	articles	 definition	generates6	more	 than	97.5	pounds	of	
dust	–	which	seems	quite	unlikely	–	the	product	should	not	be	considered	an	
article	and	the	requirements	of	the	HCS	would	apply.	

																																																																				
violations	are	issued	when	there	is	no	direct	or	immediate	relationship	to	safety	and	
health.”	OSHA	Interpretation,	Jan.	19,	1986.	www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/	
owadisp.show_document?p_table=INTERPRETATIONS&p_id=19368.		
3	Preamble	to	2012	HCS	Final	Rule,	58	FR	17705.	
4	 NFPA	 654,	 Standard	 for	 the	 Prevention	 of	 Fire	 and	 Dust	 Explosions	 from	 the	
Manufacturing,	Processing,	and	Handling	of	Combustible	Particulate	Solids.	
5	 NFPA	 654	 Chapter	 6.1.3.2	 (2013	 Edition)	 provides	 that	 a	 dust	 flash	 fire	 or	 dust	
explosion	 “hazard	 area”	 exists	 when	 “the	 area	 of	 any	 single	 nonseparated	 dust	
accumulation	exceeding	the	layer	depth	criterion	is	greater	than	1,000	ft2”.	For	dusts	
with	a	default	bulk	density	of	75	lb/ft3,	the	layer	depth	criterion	is	1/32	inch	(Chapter	
6.1.3.1).	A	1/32-inch-thick	dust	layer	covering	1,000	ft2	and	with	with	bulk	density	of	
75	lb/ft3	weighs	195	pounds.	The	0.5	safety	factor	applied	to	derive	the	rule-of-thumb	
criterion	provides	for	variation	in	operation-specific	factors	such	as	dust	bulk	density	
and	 size	 of	 nonseparated	 area.	 Dusts	 collected	 from	 many	 composite	 product	
processing	operations	have	bulk	densities	of	 less	than	75	 lb/ft3	(a	recent	set	of	15	
dust	samples	collected	from	typical	composites	manufacturing	operations	had	bulk	
densities	ranging	from	a	high	of	30.28	to	less	than	12	lb/ft3),	meaning	the	suggested	
97.5-pound	 rule-of-thumb	 criterion	 will	 provide	 conservative	 (overly	 protective)	
hazard	assessments	for	most	operations.	
6	That	is,	generates	in	one	“nonsegregated”	or	“nonseparated”	area	as	defined	in	the	
NFPA	standard.	
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Case	3	–	Repetitive	processing	in	one	location	

What	 about	 situations	 in	 which	 repetitive	 processing	 in	 one	 location	 of	
products	 that	 are	 articles	 could	 generate	 significant	 quantities	 of	
combustible	dust?		Because	the	definition	of	article	means	“a	manufactured	
item”	meeting	certain	criteria,	the	HCS	should	not	apply	to	require	SDSs	and	
labels.	However,	downstream	processors	may	be	subject	 to	housekeeping,	
ventilation,	and	possibly	other	requirements	to	protect	their	employees	from	
explosion	and	other	hazards.	Even	though	the	HCS	does	not	apply	to	product	
manufacturers	in	these	cases,	manufacturers	may	consider	it	a	best	practice	
to	 remind	 downstream	 processors	 of	 the	 potential	 applicability	 of	 such	
standards	and	the	need	to	protect	against	known	hazards.	

Case	4	–	Products	with	shape	or	design	that	may	be	modified	to	
function	in	end-use	applications	

As	noted	above,	it	is	unlikely	that	normal	processing	of	a	composite	product	
such	as	a	single	tub/shower	unit	or	automotive	component	could	result	 in	
the	generation	of	a	quantity	of	dust	sufficient	 to	create	a	 fire	or	explosion	
hazard.	Nor	does	such	processing	reduce	the	end	use	function	dependency	
(in	whole	or	in	part)	upon	its	shape	or	design	during	end	use.		As	a	result,	the	
article	exemption	generally	should	not	be	lost.			

However,	some	products	may	be	intermediate	in	nature,	such	that	like	bricks	
and	lumber	they	will	be	processed	into	something	the	end	use	of	which	is	not	
dependent	on	the	product’s	pre-processing	shape	or	design.	These	products	
violate	 part	 (ii)	 of	 OSHA’s	 definition.	 	 Examples	 include	 stock	 profile,	
laminated	 sheet	and	pipe.	Existing	 interpretations	of	 the	HCS	 require	 that	
manufacturers	of	such	products	comply	with	the	HCS	and	provide	SDS	and	
labels	to	downstream	product	users	and	processors.	

HCS	REQUIREMENTS	FOR	COMBUSTIBLE	DUST	
Employers	 with	 combustible	 dust	 operations,	 or	 manufacturing	 products	
subject	 to	 normal	 anticipated	 downstream	 processing	 that	 generates	
combustible	dust,	face	a	number	of	OSHA	requirements	for	communicating	
with	employees	and	mitigating	hazards.	

Generation	of	a	hazardous	quantity	of	dust	at	the	manufacturing	location	

When	a	hazardous	quantity	of	dust	 is	generated	at	 the	 location	where	 the	
product	is	manufactured,	the	employer	is	required	under	the	HCS	to	provide	
training	 to	workers	so	 they	understand	combustible	dust	hazards	and	 the	
workpractices	needed	to	manage	such	hazards.	Independent	of	compliance	
with	the	HCS,	OSHA	will	also	issue	citations	under	its	housekeeping	standard,	
general	duty	clause,	and	other	standards	to	employers	failing	to	satisfactorily	
mitigate	combustible	dust	hazards.7	

																																																																				
7	NFPA	654	provides	 guidance	 for	 characterizing	 the	 risk	 of	 fire	 or	 explosion	 and	
designing	appropriate	safeguards	for	such	operations.	
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Generating	combustible	dust	through	downstream	processing	

Manufacturers	 are	 required	 under	 the	 HCS	 to	 provide	 SDS	 and	 labels	
warning	of	combustible	dust	hazards	when	normal	anticipated	processing	by	
customers	 or	 product	 users	 may	 result	 in	 the	 generation	 of	 hazardous	
quantities	of	combustible	dust.		

Labels	for	combustible	dust	hazards	
OSHA’s	 2009	 Hazard	 Communications	 Guidance	 for	 Combustible	 Dusts	
suggests	 label	 language	for	use	with	substances	that	are	or	contain	dusts.8	
Composites	manufacturers	 could	modify	 this	 language	 for	 use	 on	product	
labels,	perhaps	as	shown	in	Figure	3.		

OSHA	provides	that	labels	for	products	not	exempted	as	articles	do	not	have	
to	be	affixed	to	the	actual	product	or	container:		

For	 solid	 metal	 (such	 as	 a	 steel	 beam	 or	 a	 metal	
casting),	 solid	 wood,	 or	 plastic	 items	 that	 are	 not	
exempted	as	articles	due	to	their	downstream	use...,	the	
required	label	may	be	transmitted	to	the	customer	at	
the	 time	 of	 the	 initial	 shipment,	 and	 need	 not	 be	
included	 with	 subsequent	 shipments	 to	 the	 same	
employer	unless	the	information	on	the	label	changes....	
The	label	may	be	transmitted	with	the	initial	shipment	
itself,	or	with	the	safety	data	sheet	that	is	to	be	provided	
prior	to	or	at	the	time	of	the	first	shipment….	9	

SDS	for	combustible	dust	hazards	
The	 HCS	 also	 requires	 manufacturers	 or	 importers	 to	 provide	 SDS	 for	
classified	substances,	 including	products	not	exempted	as	articles	because	
normal	 processing	 or	 use	 generates	 combustible	 dust.	 OSHA’s	 2009	 HCS	
guidance	 for	 combustible	 dusts	 provides	 suggested	 language	 for	 SDS	 for	
substances	 that	 are	 or	 contain	 combustible	 dust.10	 Composites	
manufacturers	 could	modify	OSHA’s	 suggested	 SDS	 language	 for	 use	with	
composite	products	subject	to	dust-generating	processing	or	use,	perhaps	as	
shown	in	Figure	2.	

WARNINGS	FOR	NON-DUST	HAZARDS	
Most	 composite	 products	 are	 made	 with	 resins	 comprised	 of	 polyester	
polymer	dissolved	in	styrene.	The	styrene	chemically	reacts	during	product	
manufacture	 to	 crosslink	 (form	 chemical	 bonds	 between)	 the	 polymer	
molecules,	causing	the	liquid	resin	to	cure	(solidify)	in	a	mold	that	imparts	
the	shape	of	the	final	product.	Some	residual	(unreacted)	styrene	remains	in	
the	cured	resin.	Under	the	HCS,	styrene	is	considered	a	hazardous	chemical	
due	to	its	potential	flammability	and	toxicity.	Residual	styrene	contained	in	

																																																																				
8	www.osha.gov/Publications/3371combustible-dust.pdf.	
9	29	CFR	1910.1200(f)(4).	
10	Ref.	at	Note	8.	



	

	 6	

composite	 products	 slowly	 diffuses	 into	 the	 air,	 and	 so	 under	 normal	
anticipated	use	the	products	release	the	hazardous	chemical	styrene.	

Could	residual	styrene	create	a	physical	hazard	or	health	risk	to	workers?	

Several	 considerations	 support	 a	 conclusion	 that	 the	 release	 of	 residual	
styrene	will	not	create	physical	hazards	or	health	risks	for	the	employees	of	
product	processors	and	users,	and	that	the	presence	of	styrene	in	composite	
products	does	not	itself	create	a	requirement	under	the	HCS	to	provide	SDS	
and	 warning	 labels,	 or	 to	 list	 styrene	 on	 SDS	 and	 labels	 issued	 by	
manufacturers	to	warn	of	combustible	dust	other	hazards.		

Under	 normal	 conditions	 of	 post-mold	 processing	 and	 use	 of	 composite	
products,	downstream	employees	or	product	users	will	not	be	exposed	 to	
styrene	in	quantities	exceeding	the	levels	allowed	under	OSHA	standards	at	
the	manufacturing	location.	The	inhalation	exposure	to	styrene	of	both	resin-
application	workers	and	other	composites	manufacturing	employees	such	as	
product	finishing	and	warehouse	workers	are	typically	evaluated	to	ensure	
target	 workplace	 exposure	 limits	 are	 met.	 Unless	 post-mold	 processing	
occurs	 in	 areas	 exposed	 to	 styrene	 from	 molding	 operations,	 styrene	
exposures	 of	 workers	 involved	 in	 product	 finishing	 operations	 such	 as	
grinding	or	cutting	are	typically	well	below	20	ppm,	the	lowest	recognized	8-
hour	 average	 occupational	 exposure	 limit	 (OEL)	 for	 styrene.11	 Styrene	
exposures	associated	with	use	or	processing	at	downstream	customers	will	
be	even	lower	because	the	rate	of	styrene	release	(offgassing)	from	products	
decreases	with	time.		

The	 health-based	 20	 ppm	OEL	 is	more	 than	 1,000-times	 below	 the	 lower	
flammability	limit	for	styrene	of	11,000	ppm.	An	ACMA	study	showed	that	
even	 worst-case	 manufacturing	 conditions	 involving	 spray	 application	 of	
styrene-containing	resin	are	not	likely	to	create	an	explosion	hazard.12		

The	 presence	 of	 residual	 styrene	 in	 composite	 products	will	 typically	 not	
trigger	a	requirement	under	the	HCS	to	provide	warnings	via	SDS	and	labels.	
As	 noted	 above,	 exposures	 to	 styrene	 contained	 in	 typical	 composite	
products	are	expected	to	be	well	below	levels	that	may	result	in	any	physical	
hazard	or	health	risk.		

Even	 when	 a	 product	 is	 not	 considered	 an	 article	 under	 the	 HCS	 and	
consequently	 the	 manufacturer	 provides	 SDS	 and	 labels	 because	 of	
combustible	dust	hazards	or	for	other	reasons,	a	manufacturer	failing	to	note	
the	presence	of	styrene	on	SDS	and	labels	would	receive	no	more	than	a	de	
minimis	notice	of	violation	of	the	HCS	because	there	would	be	“no	direct	or	
immediate	relationship	to	safety	and	health”.13	

																																																																				
11	OSHA’s	Annotated	PEL	Table.	www.osha.gov/dsg/annotated-pels/tablez-1.html.	
12	 See	 the	 test	 report	 and	 ACMA’s	 discussion	 of	 fire	 hazards	 in	 composites	
manufacturing	operations	available	via	http://acmanet.org/regulatory-compliance/	
workers-regulatory.	
13	 See	 the	 OSHA	 interpretation	 cited	 at	 Note	 2.	 Manufacturers	 should	 consider	 if	
unusual	raw	material	formulas	or	processing	technologies	are	employed	to	make	a	
product,	or	the	product	is	used	in	unusual	circumstances,	resulting	in	hazards	greater	
than	normally	associated	with	composite	products.	
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SDS Section  
 
 

2  
Hazard Identification: Emergency Overview WARNING! The grinding, drilling, 
sanding, cutting or other mechanical working of this product may generate dusts 
that could form combustible (explosive) dust-air mixtures.  

5  
Fire Fighting Measures: Explosion: Avoid generating dust; fine dust dispersed in air 
in sufficient concentrations, and in the presence of an ignition source is a potential 
dust explosion hazard.  

6  

Accidental Release Measures: Dust deposits should not be allowed to accumulate 
on surfaces, as these may form an explosive mixture if they are released into the 
atmosphere in sufficient concentration. Avoid dispersal of dust in the air (i.e., 
clearing dust surfaces with compressed air). Non-sparking tools should be used.  

7  

Handling and Storage: Minimize dust generation and accumulation. Routine 
housekeeping should be instituted to ensure that dusts do not accumulate on 
surfaces. Dry powders can build static electricity charges when subjected to the 
friction of transfer and mixing operations. Provide adequate precautions, such as 
electrical grounding and bonding, or inert atmospheres.  

8  

Exposure controls/personal protection: It is recommended that all dust control 
equipment such as local exhaust ventilation and material transport systems 
involved in handling of this product contain explosion relief vents or an explosion 
suppression system or an oxygen-deficient environment. Ensure that dust-handling 
systems (such as exhaust ducts, dust collectors, vessels, and processing 
equipment) are designed in a manner to prevent the escape of dust into the work 
area (i.e., there is no leakage from the equipment). Use only appropriately classified 
electrical equipment and powered industrial trucks.  

16  
Other Information: Refer to NFPA 654, Standard for the Prevention of Fire and Dust 
Explosions from the Manufacturing, Processing, and Handling of Combustible 
Particulate Solids, for safe handling.  

	
Figure	1.	Possible	text	for	an	SDS	for	a	composite	product.	

	
Figure	3.	Possible	text	for	a	warning	label	for	a	composite	product.	

Does	a	
manufactured	
item	have	a	shape	
or	design	that	is	
important	to	its	
end-use	function?

Yes.
For	example,	a	
tub/shower	 unit,	
a	fuel	storage	tank,	an	
automotive	component.

Possibly	no.
For	example,	stock	profile,	
sheet	or	pipe	– analogous	
to	bricks,	lumber	2x4s,	
plywood,	 PVC	pipe	– where	
in	normal	use	the	overall	
shape	of	the	product	may	
be	changed	by	cutting	to	fit	
a	needed	length	or	size.

Does	downstream	
processing	of	the	
manufactured	item	create	
a	hazardous	quantity	
(more	97.5	pounds)	of	
combustible	dust?
(See	Note!)

The	manufactured	item	
should	not	be	considered	
an article	and	is	not	
exempt	from	the	HCS.	
SDS	and	labels	warning	of	
combustible	dust	hazards	
should	be	provided	to	
customers	and	downstream	
product	users.

Yes.	
(This	is	unlikely!)

No.

The	manufactured	
item	is	an	article and	
exempt	from	the	HCS.		
However,	the	item’s	
manufacturer	should	
consider	informing	
customers	that	repetitive	
processing	of	items	in	
the	same	location	could	
generate	a	hazardous	
quantity	of	combustible	
dust	and	precautions	
should	be	taken.

Note:	OSHA’s	HCS	defines	article as	“a	manufactured	item	other	than	a	fluid	 or	particle”.	The	articles	test	is	applied	to	each	manufactured	item	– each	
tub/shower	 unit,	each	tank,	each	auto	component,	 etc.	Derivation	of	the	97.5	pounds	 hazard	criterion	is	explained	on	p.	3.

The	articles	test	for	composite	products
OSHA’s	Hazard	Communication	 Standard	(HCS)	specifically	 exempts	articles from	its	coverage.	Suppliers	 are	not	required	to	provide	

safety	data	sheets	(SDS)	or	warning	labels	for	products	 considered	articles,	but	may	want	to	inform	customers	of	hazards	in	some	cases.

Figure	2.	The	articles	test	for	composite	products	-	does	the	HCS	apply?	


